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Phoenix Business and Workforce Development Board 
Meeting Minutes 

January 12, 2023 ~ 8:30 a.m. 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

 
Board Members Present: 
Jesus Love Daniel Barajas 
Nick Bielinski (Vice Chair) Alli Benezra 
Karen Carter Jeff Clark  
Scott Holman Jon Ellerston 
Patrick Fitzhugh Meghan McGilvra   
Dean Sheinert John Soto     
Sam Wolo Allison Rapping  
Dawna Cato Steven Cramer 
  
Board Members Absent: 
Latasha Causey (Chair)    Adam Hawkins    
Karen Hartson      Kaaren-Lyn Graves 
Luke Tate       
 
Public Attendees:  
LaSetta Hogans (Executive Director)  
Ariadna Valentin  
Eric Johnson 
Steven Bennett 
Dustion Panoff 
Royce Kawabata 
Deb Furlong 
David Welch 
Kandi Tilman 
Eddie Barojas 
Amanda Taylor 
Demitria Robles 
Elizabeth “E” Cole 

Laura Whitehead 
Matalie Hastings 
Jovanna Parkhouse 
Alyson Donnelly 
Tracee Spire 
Reeta Nongmaithem  
Ginger Spencer 
Amy Schofield 
Stacey VanEmst 
Al Jernigan 
Christina Quijada 
Hayden Maynard 
Genie Usher 

  
1. Call to Order:   

 
Phoenix Business and Workforce Development (PBWD) Board Vice Chair, 
Nick Bielinski, called the January 12, 2023 PBWD Board Meeting to order at 
8:31 a.m. Roll call was completed and a quorum of 16 members were present.  

 
 

2. Approval of November 10, 2022 PBWDB Meeting Minutes:  
 



January 12, 2023 Phoenix Business & Workforce Development Board Meeting Minutes  

 

 

A motion to approve the November 10, 2022 PBWDB Meeting Minutes was 
made by PBWD Board Member, Dean Sheinert, and seconded by PBWD 
Board Member, Meghan McGilvra. 

 
Approved: Nick Bielinski, Daniel Barajas, Steven Cramer, Alli Benezra, Karen 
Carter, Jeff Clark, Scott Holman, Claudia Reilly, Patrick Fitzhugh, Jesús Love, 
Suzanna Armíjo, John Soto, Sam Wolo, Alison Rapping 

 
Opposed: None 

Abstained: None 

Motion passed  

 
3. Chair Update: 

PBWD Board Vice Chair, Nick Bielinski, provided an update to PBWD Board 
members. Vice Chair thanked members for their participation and meeting with 
the Board Strategic Planning consultants, Sheila Murphy and Tracey Regenold 
as part of the Needs Assessment planning. The Vice Chair also suggested 
returning to in-person Full Board meetings two or three times per year. 
 

4. Open Meeting Law Training for PBWD Board Members: 

 David Welch, Management Assistant II with Phoenix City Clerk provided the 
annual Open Meeting Law training to the Board, in accordance with WIOA 
requirement. 
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5. One Stop Operator Update: 
 

Stacey VanEmst, One Stop Operator Project Director provided the Board an 
update on the West Job Center Remodel as well as the new OSO Outreach 
Coordinator.   
 
The team received a notification from the Office of Facilities Management at the 
last week of December that staff could start moving into the West job center. 
Stacey hopes to have an opening date to the public shared out with the Board 
as soon as possible but doesn’t have that date at this time. 
 
The next announcement was that of the new Outreach Coordinator, who will be 
responsible for raising awareness of Arizona@Work City of Phoenix. Stacey 
promoted one of their internal team members, Cynthia Vega. She has over 14 
years of experience in workforce development. Cynthia previously worked with 
Goodwill and came over as a volunteer to help when the team was trying to 
serve thousands of customers during the pandemic and at the height of 
unemployment. She took an extra opportunity to come join her team at that time. 
Cynthia will be attending networking events and working with more community 
based and faith based organizations that are not aware of our services to get 
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more exposure. Cynthia will also be focusing on creating job center tours, where 
guests can learn about services offered. Finally, she will be working closely with 
the Board and the Committees. Sheila hopes to introduce Cynthia in person at 
the next meeting. 

 
6. PBWD Board Program Operations Supervisor Update: 

 
Deb Furlong, City of Phoenix Board Program Operations Supervisor  provided 
updates to the Board on the following: 
 
- The Re-Opening of all Job Centers on Fridays 
- DES Monitoring of our Fiscal Agent 
- Title 1B Provider Performance Monitoring 
- Q1 Data Validation Audit 
 
Deb announced that the Job Centers will be open to the public on Fridays. She 
announced that this upcoming Friday is the Training Expo, which is  
organized and developed by the local boards and provides a way for service 
providers and other partners to learn about best practices. This will push the 
the Job Center to be open next Friday, and every Friday after that the Centers 
will be open. 
 
Deb also shared that fiscal monitoring was scheduled and will be occurring 
January 23 through January 25, 2023 and that her team will be sharing the 
findings with the Board.  
 
Also, the Title IB provider yearly performance monitoring started on January 
2nd, and her team is awaiting the results of that monitoring. And again, they will 
share that data with the Board. 
 
Lastly, Deb shared that the data validation audit has been closed with zero 
findings. 

 
7. Committee Reports: 

 
Business and Workforce Engagement Committee (BWEC):   
 
BWEC Member, Jesús Love shared that the ‘Bagels and Business’ event will be 
held at Paradise Valley Community College on February 22, 2023, and 
Committee Member, Jesús Love will be hosting. 
 
Program Excellence Committee (PEC): 
 
Daniel Barajas, PEC Chair, reported on the January 5 meeting. he recognized 
One-Stop-Operator partner, Stacey VanEmst for providing an update on the Job 
Centers, particularly the re-opening of the West Job Center, making a suggestion 
that a PEC Committee meeting be held in-person at the new cneter.  Daniel also 



January 12, 2023 Phoenix Business & Workforce Development Board Meeting Minutes  

 

 

mentioned the presentation given by Valley of the Sun YMCA’s Dustin Panoff 
and Tracee Spire for their attendance at Youth Symposium. He also recognized 
DES’s Patrick Brown for his presentation on Title II, Adult Education. Lastly, 
Daniel gave an update on the Strategy Team assignment updates and the work 
they’ve been accomplishing together to meet their Goal. 
 
Branding and Engagement Strategy Team (BEST):  
 
BEST Group member Patrick Fitzhugh announced that the group is planning to 
receive additional data and reports to better position the work group to provide 
strategic direction in marketing and branding. BEST Group member Steven 
Cramer echoed Mr. Fitzhugh’s contribution. 

 
8. Matters for Future Discussion: 

 
PBWD Board Member, Meghan McGilvra asked if staff or Board attendee could report 
out after the March NAWB Forum 2023, taking place the 25 through 28th.  

 
9.  Call to The Public: 

 
A call to the public was made. None was made. 

 
10.   Adjournment: 

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 9:06 a.m. by PBWD Board 
Member, Steven Cramer, and seconded by PBWD Board Member, Daniel 
Barájas. 
 
Approved: Nick Bielinski, Alli Benezra, Karen Carter, Jeff Clark, Claudia Reilly, 
Patrick Fitzhugh, Meghan McGilvra, Dean Sheinert, John Soto, Sam Wolo, 
Scott Holman, Jesús Love, Suzanna Armíjo, and Allison Rapping 
 
Opposed: None 
 
All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 9:06 a.m. 
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